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What’s New in MAGS 
MAGS 12.0, July 2024 

 
On July 1, 2024, an updated version of the Maryland Automated Guidelines System (MAGS, 
version 12.0) will be released for immediate use. Many of the updates and enhancements 
illustrated below are being deployed in response to feedback that has been compiled from 
MAGS users. The following is a summary of the changes to MAGS. In addition, the Maryland 
State Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy (MSCCSP) suggests that users reference the 
MAGS User Manual and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) documents (to be released on July 1, 
2024), which have been revised in accordance with the new version of MAGS and will be 
available on the MSCCSP website, www.msccsp.org. 
 
UPDATE #1: New Mobile-Friendly Display 

MAGS now displays in a more mobile-friendly format to allow for a better user-friendly 
experience while accessing the application from devices other than a standard desktop/laptop. 
This new format also includes improvements to the overall appearance and icons throughout 
the application. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.msccsp.org/


Page | 2  

 

UPDATE #2: New Format for Entering Sentence Information 

Several updates have been made to the Offense Sentence screen. First, the Offense Sentence 
screen has been simplified to provide consistency with the Maryland Electronic Courts (MDEC) 
case management system. Individual sentence information will now be entered in the following 
format: 
 
                  Total Sentence:                                                                             Credit for Time Served: 

  (Years)                                                                                            (Days) 
(Months)                                                                                         Home Detention: 
(Days)                                                                                              (Years)                       
Suspend All But (includes any active jail/prison,                  (Months) 
credit for time served, or home detention):                          (Days)                                                                      
(Years)                                                                       
(Months) 
(Days) 

 

To view examples that illustrate how sentence information should be entered in this new 
format for various sentencing scenarios, please click the information icon next to the new 
“Suspend all but” field.  
 

 
 

To note, any previously initiated but unsubmitted worksheets (i.e. prior to version 12.0) that 
had sentence information entered will be recalculated and saved in this new sentence 
format. We ask that users confirm that all previously entered sentence information has been 
recalculated correctly before submitting a worksheet. 

  



Page | 3  

 

UPDATE #3: Ability to Copy Existing Worksheets for Reconsiderations/Modifications/Reviews 

Per guidelines rule, in addition to original sentencings, a new worksheet shall be initiated for a 
sentence reconsideration/modification or a three-judge panel review, provided that the 
reconsideration/modification or review involves a crime of violence (COV) as defined in CR, § 
14-101 and there is an adjustment to the defendant's active sentence (i.e., period of active 
incarceration). To note, the guidelines for the sentence reconsideration/modification or three-
judge panel review shall be the same as they were for the original sentencing event. 
 
To streamline the worksheet initiation process for a reconsideration/modification or three-
judge panel review involving a COV, a new Reconsideration/Modification or Three-Judge Review 
for COV Sentences box has been added to the MAGS Home screen. This feature allows users to 
search for and generate a copy of the guidelines worksheet that was submitted for the original 
sentencing event in advance of the new reconsideration/modification or three-judge review 
hearing. Post-reconsideration/modification or three-judge review, judges and their designees 
will then proceed with entering the modified sentence information.  
 
To utilize this feature, please check the Reconsideration/Modification or Three-Judge Review for 
COV Sentences box under the “Add New” button and then search for the applicable case 
number using the following format on the home screen: 

• CJJCRYY###### (or, if applicable, pre-MDEC case number format) 

• Where JJ= 2-digit jurisdiction code and YY= filing year 

• Baltimore City cases pre-MDEC should be entered using their standard, nine-digit, case 

number format 

 

If the original worksheet is found, please click the copy icon ( ) for that case.  

Note: If the original worksheet was not submitted via MAGS for the original sentencing event, 
please click the "Add New" button to initiate a new worksheet for the sentencing event. In 
this instance, MAGS will calculate the guidelines based on those in effect at the time of 
sentencing. If the guidelines are different from those calculated for the original sentencing, 
the State's Attorney or defense counsel may bring this to the attention of the judge. 
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Once the worksheet has been copied, except for the worksheet preparer name and title, the 
Offender Information, Offender Score, and List of Offenses tabs will pre-populate based on the 
guidelines calculation and information submitted for the original sentencing event. Most of the 
information within these tabs will be disabled and are not editable, as the guidelines for the 
sentence reconsideration/modification or three-judge panel review shall be the same as they 
were for the original sentencing event.  
 

 
 
To note, it may be necessary to select a response for “Ethnicity” and “Race” if no selection was 
made when the original worksheet was submitted. Effective April 1, 2021, “Ethnicity” and 
“Race” are mandatory fields in MAGS. The Victim Information tab is the last tab that will need 
to be completed prior to the reconsideration/modification or three-judge panel review hearing. 
 
Post-hearing, judges and their designees may then proceed with entering relevant victim 
information, as well as the modified sentence information on the Sentence, GLS/Overall 
Sentence, Alternatives to Incarceration and Departure/Submit tabs and can then submit the 
worksheet.  
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UPDATE #4: Baltimore City Case Number Prefixes Pre-Populate Using MDEC Format 

Given Baltimore City’s recent deployment to MDEC, as of July 1, 2024, the Case # field for 
Baltimore City cases will pre-populate with the “C24CR” MDEC prefix. Case numbers that are 
assigned using the MDEC format should be entered into MAGS using the following format:   
 

• CJJCRYY###### 

• Where JJ= 2-digit jurisdiction code and YY= filing year 
 

 
 
To note, MAGS will still allow previously assigned Baltimore City case numbers to be entered 
in the nine-digit format (pre-MDEC). 
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UPDATE #5: New Feature for Offenses with Mandatory Consecutive Sentences 

Effective February 1, 2024, when there is a criminal event with multiple offenses, and the 
sentence for one of the offenses is statutorily required to run consecutive to the sentence for 
another offense in the same criminal event, the person completing the sentencing guidelines 
worksheet shall add the upper limit of the guidelines range for the offense whose sentence is 
required to run consecutive to another offense to the upper limit of the guidelines range for the 
eligible other offense to obtain the upper limit of the overall guidelines range. As such, MAGS 
12.0 has been programmed to account for this scenario.1  

For example, the screenshots below illustrate a sentencing scenario involving two 
adjudications: (1) Knowingly violated CR, § 5-602 with fentanyl and (2) Distribution of Heroin. 
Pursuant to CR, §5-608.1(c), the sentence imposed for Knowingly violating CR, § 5-602 with 
fentanyl shall be consecutive to and not concurrent with any other sentence imposed under 
any other provision of law.  Therefore, the upper limit of the guidelines range for Knowingly 
violated CR, § 5-602 with fentanyl must be added to the upper limit of the guidelines range for 
the eligible other offense (in this case, the Distribution of Heroin) to obtain the upper limit of 
the overall guidelines range. 
 
In MAGS, upon adding an offense whose sentence is statutorily required to run consecutive to 
the sentence for another offense in the same criminal event and clicking the red alert icon, 
users will receive the following alert message indicating that the offense with a mandatory 
consecutive sentence needs to be linked to another eligible offense. Click “OK.”  
 

 
 
 

 
1 If the mandatory consecutive sentence offense is the only convicted offense in the sentencing event, then this 
feature will not appear in MAGS.   
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Users will then be prompted to link the offense with the mandatory consecutive sentence to 
another offense within the same criminal event.  
 

 
 

 
 

Once linked, the upper limits for the two offenses will be added together to reflect the 
mandatory consecutive sentence nature of the offense.  
 

 
 

To note, the sentences for both the offense with the mandatory consecutive sentence and the 
other eligible offense will also default to “consecutive” on the individual sentence screen. 
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UPDATE #6: Ability to Assign Victim Numbers when Applying the Multiple Victims Stacking Rule 

Per guidelines rule, the multiple victims stacking rule can be applied when there is a criminal 
event with multiple unique victims, and not more than one seriousness category I or II offense. 
When selecting “Yes” for the Flag Offense for Multiple Victims Stacking Rule field, users will 
now be prompted to select a victim number in the corresponding drop-down under, To which 
victim does this apply? This is to ensure that only one offense per distinct victim is flagged for 
the “stacking” rule.  
 

 
 
On the PDF, the victim number will appear next to the offense for which it was selected. 
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UPDATE #7: Numeric Value for Life Increased to 100 Years 

For guidelines calculation purposes in MAGS, a numeric value is assigned to “Life.” This value 
has increased from “60 years” to a value of “100 years.” This will allow for a sentence such as 
“Life, suspend all but 85 years, with credit for 742 days” to be entered. 
 

 
 

UPDATE #8: Life Sentence Automatically Flagged for Murder, 1st Degree 

Pursuant to CR, §2-201, upon conviction for Murder, 1st degree, a life sentence must be 
imposed. It can be suspended, but at a minimum, it must be imposed. Therefore, when Murder, 
1st degree is added to the List to Offenses tab, the “Life” box will automatically be flagged on 
the offense sentence screen and a total sentence of “Life” (or 100 years) will appear in the Total 
Sentence field. Users will then proceed with entering the remaining sentence information. 
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UPDATE #9: Ability to Flag Generally Suspended Sentences 

A “Generally Suspended” checkbox (similar to the “Life” checkbox) has been added to the 
offense sentence screen. When selected, all sentence fields will populate with “0” and be 
disabled.  
 

 
 

A “Generally Suspended” flag will then appear in the individual sentence information box on 
the PDF.  
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UPDATE #10: Alert to Remove Merged and Nolle Prossed Offenses from MAGS 

By guidelines rule, any merged or nolle prossed offense should be removed from the guidelines 
worksheet. To ensure that these types of offenses are being removed prior to submission, if 
zeros are entered for all of the sentence fields, the following alert message will appear 
reminding users to delete any merged or nolle prossed offenses.  
 

 
 

UPDATE #11: Update to the 50% of Sentence Announced Field 

On the GLS/Overall Sentence tab, the 50% of sentence announced field will become mandatory 
only if the sentencing event contains a violent crime as defined under CS, §7-101 and any home 
detention, credit for time served and/or incarceration was imposed (i.e., the overall guidelines 
applicable sentence is > 0). Previously, this field would become mandatory if the sentencing 
event contained a violent crime as defined under CS, §7-101, regardless of whether any 
incarceration was imposed. 
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UPDATE #12: Count Number and Worksheet ID Appears on Guidelines Worksheet 

The count number for each individual offense, as well as the MAGS worksheet ID number for 
the entire sentencing event now appear on the guidelines worksheet. The count number can be 
located at the top of the offense title box, while the worksheet ID field can be located in the 
lower left-hand corner of the worksheet. 
 

 


