MARYLAND STATE COMMISSION ON

CRIMINAL SENTENCING POLICY

Guidelines E-News Vol. 8, No. 1 — April 2013

MSCCSP Releases Updated Maryland Sentencing
Guidelines Manual and Offense Table,
Effective April 15, 2013

April 15, 2013 Release of the Maryland Sentencing Guidelines Manual

On April 15, 2013, the MSCCSP released a new version of the Maryland Sentencing Guidelines Manual
(MSGM). This new manual includes revisions to the guidelines and the offense table submitted to the
Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR). Details on these revisions are provided below. The manual
also includes minor edits and updated examples using the latest version of the guidelines worksheet
(version 1.8).

Due to budget constraints, the MSCCSP is not able to provided printed copies of the MSGM. Please
download a print friendly version of the updated Manual and Guidelines Offense Table via the
MSCCSP website at: http://msccsp.org/Files/Guidelines/quidelinesmanual.pdf. You should discard any
prior versions of the Manual and Guidelines Offense Table, as information contained within may no
longer be accurate.

Revisions to the Guidelines Offense Table

The Maryland State Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy (MSCCSP) has revised the
Guidelines Offense Table to reflect:

1. the addition of Affray to the list of offenses under Disturbing the Peace, Disorderly Conduct,
and Related Crimes -- maximum penalty LIFE and seriousness category VI; and

2. minor edits to the table, including updated CJIS codes.

See the link above for a print friendly version of the updated Guidelines Offense Table (along
with the updated Manual).

Revisions to the Indigence Established Section of the Worksheet

The MSCCSP has revised the Indigence Established section of the Maryland Sentencing
Guidelines Worksheet to more clearly indicate that the field pertains to whether or not victim
related court costs were imposed. The language on the worksheet was amended from Indigence
Established to Victim Court Costs Imposed.

The instructions in the MSGM indicate that this item asks “Were the victim related court costs
imposed pursuant to Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article, §7-409 and Maryland Rule 4-
353?” The costs outlined in CJ, 87-409 include a $45 circuit court fee that is divided among the
State Victims of Crime Fund, the Victim and Witness Protection and Relocation Fund, and the
Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund.
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This question should be answered regardless of whether the case involved a direct victim
because the victim related court costs are expected to be imposed for all crime types, including
drug offenses.

A copy of the revised worksheet (version 1.8) with the changed language highlighted is
attached. The above revision to the worksheet is effective immediately, but do not discard your
current supply of worksheets. Please use all existing worksheets before placing a new order.

Revisions to the Victim Information Section of the Worksheet

The MSCCSP has also revised the Victim Information section of the Maryland Sentencing
Guidelines Worksheet. These changes are detailed below.

1. CICB Cost Imposed question was removed from the guidelines worksheet, as it was
redundant with the Victim Court Costs Imposed question noted on the previous page.

2. Victim Unavailable question was changed to Victim Non-participation. The instructions in
the MSGM indicate that this question should also be answered YES if the victim did not
participate, was not located, did not maintain contact with involved parties, or waived his/her
rights.

3. NRF question was changed to Victim Notification Form, as this latter term is regularly used
by prosecutors and is more clearly understood to represent the Crime Victim Notification &
Demand for Rights form. Few are familiar with the NRF abbreviation; as a result, this
question was often left blank.

4. No Contact with Victim question was changed to No Contact Requested to more clearly
indicate that this question is asking “Did victim or State make a request that defendant have
no contact with victim?”

5. Added No Contact Ordered question to the guidelines worksheet. The purpose of this
question is to distinguish whether a judge ordered the defendant to have no contact with the
victim, as opposed to whether a request for no contact was made by the victim or the State.

A copy of the revised worksheet (version 1.8) with the changed language highlighted is
attached. The above revisions to the worksheet are effective immediately, but do not discard
your current supply of worksheets. Please use all existing worksheets before placing a new
order.
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